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SUMMARY OF SYNOD RESPONSES FROM THE BARRON CLUSTER, respectfully submitted by Patty Gerber, Parish Director 

▪ Parishioners expressed that they felt Jesus’ presence in their lives all around them, 

particularly in times of prayer. They recognized daily readings, the Mass, the Eucharist, and 

sacraments as occasions they strongly felt God’s presence. Many also suggested that they 

“feel Him” in the beauty of the world and other people.  

▪ Jesus is at work in our local community through food pantries, homeless shelters, thrift 

stores, meals on wheels, in the ecumenical services held at the nursing homes, and in all of 

the efforts of our church community in outreach to others.  

▪ Jesus’ healing power is needed for individuals and society at large. The world seems to be 

overwhelmed with sin and evil along with a depreciation of reverence for our Savior, Jesus 

Christ. There are countless hurting people due to fractured relationships, shame, blame, and 

guilt. Selfishness, self-hatred, and anger are abundant. People are lost, the world is lost – 

most do not know how to tap into the Holy Spirit for help and healing. There most definitely 

is tremendous need for Jesus’ healing power in our small, rural community. 

▪ Our parishioners know God more fully through our priest and the church. The homilies at 

mass offer great teaching. Several people also expressed, self-education through reading 

materials and online resources as a way they seek to know God more fully. Participation in 

prayer groups and other workshops held by the Diocese of Superior have also been helpful in 

transforming individuals’ relationship with God.  

▪ The Holy Spirit is calling us to fast and to pray in numerous ways, to evangelize, and to 

truly be bolder in living our lives as He desires. We need to open our hearts, hands, and ears 

to “others” especially the young people in our church community. We need to practice 

building the kingdom of God here on earth by listening, educating, empowering, 

encouraging, and boldly sharing the Word of God.  

▪ The church could become more meaningful by offering diverse opportunities to learn and 

to build our Christian community. Suggestions from parishioners included giving greater 

respect to women as Jesus did, to provide more opportunities for faith sharing, and 

authentically teach God’s word without being judgmental or exclusive.  


